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City and SCCF Monitoring 

Single-Cell Algae Bloom present

along Sanibel’s Gulf Beaches

The City of Sanibel is monitoring a new algae bloom along our Gulf of Mexico beaches. A brown colored patch of water in the surf zone of some stretches of Sanibel beaches has been positively identified by biologists at the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Marine Lab as a bloom of the single-celled algae called Trichodesmium erythraeum. This single cell algae is not drift algae and will not accumulate on the beaches.

This species of blue-green algae is found worldwide in tropical and subtropical seas and generally forms offshore and is washed into nearshore waters by prevailing winds and tidal currents. It is not thought to be toxic to humans but common sense should be used regarding any area of dense concentrations of this or any other algae, said by some to resemble sawdust in the water. If heavy concentrations of this brown water are observed, they should be avoided by bathers. The City, in close coordination with the SCCF marine lab, is carefully monitoring this algae bloom until it dissipates. 
If you have any questions regarding this news release, please contact the City of Sanibel Natural Resources Department at (239) 472-3700.
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